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priest was favorably heard by Membertou; the patient
was brought to us, although the sorcerers and medi-
cine-men, who declared that the unhappy youth could
not live, ridiculed this decision, and grieved that such
a morsel should be snatched suddenly from their jaws.
And indeed he was at the point of death, when, three
days afterward, exhausted by the journey and by
sickness, he arrived at the French settlement. Nev-
ertheless, by the skill and devotion of the Fathers,
and by the kindness of God, he was restored; nor was
he alone established in the Catholic faith, but many
of his countrymen were inflamed with the desire of
adopting it.

Some time afterward, the father of the young man
fell sick, and wished to be also brought to us, where,
after being received into our hut and even into the
bed of one of the Fathers, he piously departed this
life; and, what was novel and displeasing to the sav-
ages, he was buried among Christian people; for they
themselves are very reluctant to be separated from
the tombs of their ancestors. His funeral was ob-
served, as far as the limitations of the case permitted,
with marked ceremony. Nor was this savage’s virtue
unworthy in any respect of that honor; for, even be-
fore he had learned of Christ, he could not be induced
to marry more than one wife, considering this more
in harmony with nature and reason. But, after his
acceptance of the Faith of Christ, he so lived that he
was to the savages an object of admiration, to the
Christians an example.

These things were accomplished at home. Then
going forth, as it were, from the city walls, the
heralds of the Gospel traversed a great part of the
country. A godly act was performed wherever op-
portunity allowed; hands were laid upon the sick;



